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The State Leadership Conference is quickly approaching and our association is quickly approaching our goal for the number of service hours and money raised for the Special Olympics. Many people may wonder why BPA is primarily focused on helping the Special Olympics thrive and prosper. The qualities of a true leader consist of someone who focuses on serving others and making a change in their community. Through the service and commitment to the Special Olympics, BPA models the qualities of a true leader.
The Special Olympics is a grassroots organization that relies on the efforts of thousands of volunteers.  Many people don’t realize Eunice Kennedy Shriver was the official founder of the Special Olympics. She started camps at her home which stressed physical activity for persons with intellectual disabilities. The most important benefit the Special Olympics receive from training is athletes who participate in Special Olympics increase their skills levels in numerous areas. They also increase their athletic skills while expanding their social skills. 
Business Professionals of America focuses on building and enhancing the leadership qualities we all pose as BPA members. Through the service to the Special Olympics, BPA teaches the importance of serving the community. Being active in your community and volunteering can help you in your future career endeavors. Volunteering and community service will show employers that you have the necessary skills needed to contribute to their company. Most importantly, volunteering can give you an intangible gift, a satisfying feeling, knowing that you have contributed to the community.
